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A place for people that like to wear blades. 

If you skate street in Dublin...

If you skate vert in Thailand...

If you skate a park in Alberta…

If you skitch in Sao Paulo…

If you lace bladercross in Paris...

If you've ever torn your favorite jeans...

If you've ever got to the session and forgot your blades…

If you just ordered gear from your favorite shop...

If you put your skates on one foot at a time…

If you've cored your wheels…

If you've cleaned your bearings…

If you've bought a grind plate…

If you've never driven a car but can 360 topsoul…

If you've ever bled for blading...

…this is for you. 

Keep doing you and we'll keep doing this. 

JE
San Diego
January 2014

*LETTER

this is a blader space



http://www.facebook.com/Kaltik
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Nashville
One of my first trips to blade in Nashville was for an ASA contest, at XXX 
action sports complex. My father took my twin brother and I down there 
to spectate the event, or so he thought. But both Brad and I knew our 
objective — we were determined to get in where we fit in. To taste the glory 
of real street skating, with real street skaters, and Nashville, Tennessee was 
destined to be the place to make our dreams come true.

Over the next decade I made numerous trips to visit Nashville and every 
trip I felt a little more at home. The friendships I made grew stronger, and 
I slowly developed more reasons to spend time there. I watched as the 
scene flurried with talent like Garrett Slobey, Ted Crandell, Hal Bruen, Lee 
Strader, and Zach Johnson. I was there while Josh Whitfield and Glenn 
Stiggie left their mark on every spot possible. I was present when Joe Scala, 
Kai Parkerson, Tony Woodland, and Talyor Popham stuck it out and kept it 
alive; constantly hungry and always eager to get a taste of what the city had 
to offer.

In my early twenties, I packed up my bags and caught an excuse to finally 
move to Nashville. The very day I unpacked my boxes, I made my way down 
to the backbone hub of the scene, Asphalt Beach. From that moment on I 
was hooked by the heart, with no intentions in ever letting go. Around the 
same time I got there, a couple of other rollerbladers made their way to the 
scene from surrounding cities. A few of the local young guns started getting 
more and more involved. Though the original "pros" I spoke of earlier had 
slowly dwindled away, it was only a matter of time until a force struck that 
scene again. I don't think anyone had a clue how strong it was going to be.

If you started at Cameron Martin's film Short Stacks and followed by date 
every video from the Vimeo pages of AB, Southernscum, Taylor Popham, 

and Julian Mire, you would be able to witness the contents of our lives 
for the past three years. Like 12 year olds, we managed to ignore almost 
every other priority in life. Like a cult, we became strong. Given, there were 
a couple of hiccups, a few different sorry attitudes, but never once did the 
core shake. Myself and a few other living locals refused to stop what we 
started. Well, not what we started, but continued as the greats before us.

Sadly enough, nothing gold stays shiny forever. Once again the crew has 
grown up, and it's a whole lot tougher to blow off those priorities. We stuck 
a solid stake in history last year by establishing The Nashville Blade house. 
There, an enormous amount of projects was churned out almost weekly. It 
gave the nation somewhere to travel and somewhere solid to come when 
all you wanted to do was blade. It became a partner with Asphalt Beach as a 
reason for rollerbladers to come to Nashville. It was short but oh so sweet.  

The house lease ended a couple of months ago and in good spirits, we 
all went our separate ways. The official BLADE CONDO has now been 
established in the heart of downtown. Though some of us moved on from 
Nashville, whether it be forever or just for a short period, the page has 
been turned. The scene is still to this day thriving with talent, still has a 
solid skate shop, three solid skateparks, a blade community, and of course 
spots for days.  

Nashville has always been and will always be a hub for aggressive 
rollerblading. The amount of skaters who have spilled blood there goes way 
further back then I could tell you about. There is no doubt in my mind the 
future looks bright for Nashville, and I pray to God that my path is destined 
to cross it's path again. — Chad Anthony

julian mire / fishbrain / photo by kaspars alksnis      

*SCENE
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Ways to Survive 
an NYC Winter:
1. Play the drums
2. Drive 1.5 hours to a 
crappy skatepark
3. Run away to Arizona 
or Puerto Rico
4. P90X
5. Order pizza

Canon Lens 
Wish List:
1.  100mm f/2.8L
2. 16-35mm f/2.8L
3. 85mm f/1.2L
4. 14mm f/2.8L
5. 50mm f/1.2L

Places to Go:
1.  Antarctica
2. Australia
3. Egypt
4. Maldives
5. Dubai

Best "Back in the Day" 
Companies:
1. Oxygen
2. Rise Above
3. FR
4. Salomon
5. Video Groove

Usernames on 
IRollNY.com:
1. Dorito Jones
2. DAM THAT WAS BAD
3. Not hayting or anything
4. Real nigga
5. Okay I am hayting
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Austin Paz

*TAKE>5



https://www.facebook.com/events/1479503382274292/
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*SOUND CHECK

Wizards of Time's  Will The Soft Curse Plague On is a progressive concept album with an 
apocalyptic theme bearing layers of complex and emotional depth. The band formed in 
2008 with the goal to explore unfamiliar songwriting territory. Over the past couple of 
years the band has composed, performed, and arranged the songs that would be found 
on their debut album. Andrew Levi Hiller leads the band with a folk-like, withered voice 
and confident performance style that makes art look tough and military. The drumming 
on the album is a combination of powerful machine-like rhythms that fuel the creative 
groundwork of the record. 

The album breathes originality and opens new doors for music. "Littles Jingle" is one 
of the many gems on the Scott Solter (Spoon, The Mountain Goats, Superchunk, St. 
Vincent) produced record. Hiller's voice beams with hopefulness and passion that is 
present on every track that he sings on. The band has no prior releases but will fool you 
into thinking otherwise, making the prospect of a future album very intriguing. Andrew 
Levi Hiller left Phoenix for Durham, North Carolina this year and plans to spend the next 
four years working connects and assisting for Scott Solter. Hiller is a painter in his free 
time and one of his first paintings became the album cover for the record. You can pick up 
the album on iTunes or from Hidden Shoal Recordings. — Jon Jenkins

Favorite Tracks: "Chief of Sinners," "Little's Jingle," and "2nd Son"

photos by jon jenkins
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When the world was first introduced to rollerblading in the '90s, it was branded as a multifaceted recreational 
activity.  By 1995 there were many “aggressive”-only videos on the market but Rollerblade the company was still 
marketing the rollerblade lifestyle to hockey players, figure skaters and fitness freaks. 20 years later our sport is 
till trying to break free from the stigma that videos like this created.

Spirit is made up of a series of short vignettes that highlight the different elements of the skate scene at that time.  
Fitness skaters boogie in Central Park, roller hockey players in neon jerseys slap shots at each other, and Team 
Rollerblade (Chris Edwards, Jimmy Trimble, Eddie Campos *RIP*) shows off their choreographed live vert show 
in the main hall at the Mall of America. 

The most interesting aspect of this video is the fact that it is a loop. You can plop this video in and it will play over 
and over until you are hypnotized into believing that rollerblading is all about spandex and techno music.

One thing I realized from re-watching this video is an important concept for you budding filmmakers out there to 
remember — no matter how good your video is, everyone will mostly remember the cheesiest moment. Since 99% 
of the early rollerblade promo videos are cheezy as hell, it’s easy to see why the general population still mistakenly 
associates our sport with crap.

Spirit > Rollerblade > 1995

by Drew Bachrach
*VISUAL AID
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I suspect that your daily experience with rollerblading discourse is a 

lot like my own. Pretty much every day I wake up, use the toilet, clean 

out the coffee maker from yesterday, make a fresh pot, find where I 

left my laptop the night before, and then, with a warm cup of coffee 

in hand, hunker down for a quick stroll through the Internets before I 

get myself started for the day. 

During that first early morning Internet stroll, I quickly scan all the 

Facebooks and familiar online blading places, look through the day’s 

(or previous day’s) edits, conversations and threads, watch a few 

things, read a few things, and then get on with the rest of my daily 

routine.

Usually, virtually nothing comes of it. 

Occasionally though, I’ll get excited enough about something and 

take an action as bold as sending somebody an email. Usually just a 

“share” — as in, “Hey So-and-So, did you see this dope ass edit Johnny 

Rollerblader put out yesterday?” Rarely, I’ll send a direct message to 

the edit’s (or article’s) principle agents congratulating them on a job 

well done. Again, nothing usually comes of it other than a few inside 

details about the process.

This sort of scenario is as instructive as it is familiar: it shows how much 

of our focus (as rollerbladers) is almost exclusively inwardly directed 

toward other rollerbladers — which is fine; we’re a community, we’re 

supposed to talk to one another, critique one another, support one 

another. But that doesn’t answer the question of who speaks for us. 

To get at that question — the question of who speaks for rollerblading 

— we need to take a look at representational talk, not between 

bladers or even groups of bladers, but between bladers and what 

we might think of as “the outside world.” In my view, there are three 

basic trends in the way outside-of-blading discourse goes down and 

each seems to have its own separate set of goals and accompanying 

worldview.

The first, and perhaps most dubious, is what we might call the 

Anointed Great One Model. If we look — briefly — to the other action 

sports communities, we see a set of familiar and nearly identical 

stories: groups of (mostly) dudes running various global scenes who 

got a lot of attention in the 1990s, faced a worldwide economic 

recession in the 2000s, and, at some point or other, opted to anoint 

some happy champion to be the metonymic face of their activity as a 

means of getting some market share in the mainstream. Some have 

fared better than others.

Should we pursue a stratagem like that, the obvious choice in many 

people’s minds would be to anoint our hometown hero Chris Haffey. 

Personally, I think that’s a terrible idea. Not only would it put an 

impossibly heavy weight on Chris’ shoulders, it would put him in 

the unenviable position of having to represent the entire diversity 

of rollerblading through a stunt platform. This is both ethically 

murky and severely limiting — not to mention the fact that Chris 

has given us no indication that he would take such an opportunity 

were it to be placed evenly in his hands. Additionally, such a trite and 

uninspired scheme would not only create a rollerblading landscape 

indistinguishable from the other action sports, it would leave Chris 

vulnerable to the full emotional and economic collapse known only in 

rollerblading to Arlo Eisenberg (our last fallen champion).

But despite all that, Chris is, to varying degrees, already speaking for 

rollerblading. While touring with the Nitro Circus, his is the face many 

people both see and associate with stunt rollerblading, and I would 

personally like to applaud him for the good work he’s been doing. 

He’s also done a very good job of pointing to other rollerbladers and 

reminding the public that we still exist. That, in my mind, is about as 

much as we can (and should) ask of him. Anything beyond that would 

centralize things around Chris in a way that is simply too risky for 

sustainable, long-term growth.

The other detail about this misguided notion of Haffey being anointed 

as the sole voice of rollerblading is the capricious — if not completely 

delusional — assumption that a single person can ever speak for 

a community as large and dynamic as rollerblading. In my view, 

rollerblading is just simply too complex to be represented accurately 

to the world at large. So then, as far as I’m concerned, someone like 

Chris should never be asked to play such a role.

Alternatively, the second mode of outside-of-blading discourse could 

be called something like the More-of-the-Same Model. In this model, 

bladers seem to take a shotgun approach believing that reaching far 

and wide is likely to cover more ground. You let groups of skaters out 

there “go it alone” and small gains will be made here and there, and 

progress, recognition, respect, money, and a whole host of additional 

objects of blader desire will come to us in due time. The problem with 

this approach, if you ask me, is simply that it doesn’t actually require 

much talk — instead, it requires a lot of rollerblading. 

In this respect, we can spot a few trends that still fit neatly with the 

More-of-the-Same Model. The Europeans seem to be adopting the 

strategy that bigger is better, particularly in the way of contests. 

The Scandinavians, Russians and Eastern Europeans seem to be 

reaching out to a younger generation in a way that would be only 

too familiar to Richie and Pam Velasquez and the Woodward Camp 

family mentality. And the rest of the Americans, Central and South 

Americans, Australians, and Asians seem to think that we should just 

keep traveling, filming, and generally exploring — in as elaborate a 

means is available given our current state of modesty. 

But it’s not that “more of the same” is necessarily bad. On the 

contrary, people like Josh Glowicki, Fredrik Andersson, BFree, Montre 

Livingston, CJ Wellsmore and Richie Eisler are constantly beating a 

path around the world, skating in demos and contests and putting out 

online video content that is reaching more of the outside world than 

we might imagine. The hope there is (obviously) that those standard 

efforts will help put blading back in the public eye. However, the great 

big “catch” with that strategy is that we don’t know whom those public 

eyes belong to, and we don’t have any sense of what impact those 

efforts are having on the world at large — because no one is actually 

speaking to them.

text by Frank Stoner
illustration by Jay Geurink

Who Speaks for Rollerblading?
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Furthermore, this strategy to engage with the outside world seems 

to have netted very little because we have yet to encounter any sort 

of game-changer. If, for instance, there was somebody out there who 

was impressed enough with one of those edits, contests or demos 

with pockets deep enough to make a substantive contribution to 

rollerblading, that change would have already happened. Somebody 

would have made the call to their oil tycoon uncle-in-law and got the 

financing together for something BIG — like rollerblading mall chain 

store big or a fully functioning corporation gathering together the 

community’s best talent (on and off the blades) for a hurricane-force 

renaissance.

Needless to say, it hasn’t happened, and for my money, I don’t think it’s 

going to.

However, a third — virtually unexplored — mode of outside-of-blading 

discourse may offer some better, if long term, improvements. I’ll call it 

the Put-Blading-on-Your-Damn-Resume Model.

This approach is literally what it sounds like. Take some time before 

you’re next job interview, or before you decide to quit your current job 

and look for a new one, to update your resume and include a bullet, 

or section, or paragraph that includes rollerblading — you’ve probably 

been avoiding tending to this tedium anyway, so this suggestion marks 

the perfect exigency to get crackin’.

The thing is, though, it’s not about listing off a catalog of your most 

impressive tricks or stunts. It’s about starting conversations; it’s 

about demonstrating that you’re a whole person; it’s about 

coming to terms with your identity; and it’s about actually taking 

the responsibility to speak for your community in ways that may 

offer long term and substantive benefits for all of us.

The first reason for this strategy is possibly the simplest one: it’s 

really easy to talk about. Talking about rollerblading gives you 

an often necessary ice-breaker — something your interviewer 

or hiring manager can latch on to and toss over the plate for 

you to use to get on base with. You’re comfortable talking about 

rollerblading, you know as much about it as is reasonable for any one 

person to know about anything. Use it to your advantage. Use it to 

help yourself come across as knowledgeable, friendly, inquisitive, and 

competent. 

Second, you’ll have to take a close look at the contributions you’ve 

made within the rollerblading community that have real worth outside 

of rollerblading. Have you made any? Have you done anything that 

outsiders might view as impressive or noteworthy? I’ll bet you have, 

but you’ll have to think beyond true spins and topsides. I’m talking 

about the measurable and marketable skills and talents you’ve picked 

up along the way — many of which are readily exportable and necessary 

to other domains outside of blading that may only have marginally to 

do with your actual job description.

Things like counseling, community organizing, event planning, crowd 

control, writing, editing, HTML, kerning text, photography, photo-

shopping, graphic design, woodworking, metal working, driving, or 

even — dare I say it — teaching, are all things that happen every day 

in the life of many rollerbladers, and those homemade skill sets are of 

tremendous worth to many employers. I say it’s high time we put our 

“on-the-blades” training to work for us. 

Third — as this is where I’m going to get emphatic — is about your 

identity. Putting rollerblading — literally the word rollerblading — on 

your resume might help you (or others like you) come out of hiding. 

You’ll have to decide once and for all that you aren’t such a coward-

ass namby-pamby that you’re willing to hide behind a vague label 

like “skater” that only eschews your identity and enables people 

go on assuming something about you that isn’t true — namely, the 

presumption that you ride a skateboard. Better still, it means that 

you’re unafraid of confronting the homophobic bigots who snicker like 

gaping idiots at a decades old “faggot joke” befitting of only the most 

servile and obsequious among us.

But, perhaps the real pièce de résistance here is breaking out of the  

“silver-bullet” mentality that has held blading back for so long. Too 

many bladers out there have spent too many years twiddling their 

fingers or searching lasciviously for a quick fix, a singular solution that 

will restore blading to some contrived notion of its former glory — 

whether in form of a would-be savior like Arlo, Haffey, or the X-Games, 

or in the form of an endless stream of inwardly directed edits and 

contests. There is no great or magical singularity that is going to step 

in and save us. 

That’s what’s good about it. The fate that will befall rollerblading is 

in YOUR hands. YOU are as entitled to speak for rollerblading just as 

much as anybody else is. And speaking to the people you work with, 

letting them know that you rollerblade, letting them know that bladers 

are good, competent people is a responsible and diffuse strategy for 

long-term gains—not merely some pie-in-the-sky fix all. 

So do rollerblading a favor: look at your resume and see where 

blading can fit in on there. And if there’s not yet a place on 

your resume for it, look at what’s going on in your scene 

and ask yourself if there is something you can do that 

will help rollerblading that is also befitting of a 

resume, because if there’s a way to get it 

on there, it means you’re fit to make a 

real contribution, both to your own 

career AND to rollerblading.



18     ONE rollerblading magazine / digital v.3

by Justin Eisinger
photos by Hayden Golder

Matthias Ogger

*INTERVIEW

The world of rollerblading is an interesting place. There are so many random events that happen. A good 
example would be that Matthias Ogger ended up moving to Melbourne, of all places, and hooked up with one 
of our outstanding Australian women. So random but awesome! And a great opportunity for me to shoot 
and skate with a prominent European skater.  — Hayden Golder
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Matze, how are you doing? I'm great, thanks!

Where are you right now? On the train, on my way home from 
work. 

When we first crossed paths, you were finishing up school in Mu-
nich. Since then you've spent most of your time in Australia. Why 
the major geographical realignment? My girlfriend is from Austra-
lia, which is why I moved here in the first place. I literally just sold 
all my stuff and got a one-way ticket to Melbourne. Moving here 
had a lot of benefits, like for example all of a sudden I was able to go 
skating whenever I wanted. The scene here is so big, there's always 
a session happening. Seriously, every day. Back home it was really 
hard to get people motivated to go skating, most skaters were way 
more into going out than skating. 

How is Australia different from Germany? It seems like in Australia 
people are way more focused on having a proper career and making 
a lot of money than they were back home. Which I guess is why a 
lot of people in serious jobs work about 60 hours a week. And the 
weather conditions here for rolling are just ideal. For example, we 
have five indoor parks that I never bother going to because there's 
enough stuff to skate in the city… and it never gets cold or snows or 
any of the other stuff we had to deal with in Germany. 

What about the blade scene — who do you roll with down there? 
The Melbourne skate scene is amazing. What most people don't re-
alize is that Melbourne has what's probably the biggest skate scene 
in the world. I've done a lot of traveling over the years, and seen 
close to 40 countries, but I've never seen anything that would com-
pare to the size of the skate scene here. 

Another good thing about the scene here is we always have new 
people joining in — often just skaters doing work and travel. They 
end up liking it here so much that they end up staying for a year or 
two. 

I've also met some of the most talented skaters here, people I've 
never even heard of before like Isaac Callan, Martin Gade, Cam-
eron Wesson, and Josh Nielsen. Trust me — I'm the most critical 
person ever when it comes to skating…

For regular sessions I usually skate with Craig Smith, James G, Jar-
rod Thack, T Dalb, Andy "The Plumber" Plumrich, Matt Carratelli, 
and Pete n' Paul. 

From a US perspective, there's been a resurgence the last few 
years for Australian bladers — CJ, Gavin, Rian, Robbie, and the 
Vine Gang in general. Did you catch wind of that up there in Ba-
varia? Is that what got you down there? Not really. I moved here 
way before the first Vine St DVD came out. At the time, the only 
Australian rollers that were known in Europe where Rian, Tien 
and Gav, mainly because of their online edits. But I know what you 
mean! If Vine St had come out around the time I was moving, I'd have 
been even more juiced on going. But I had a lot of friends that had 
gone to Australia before and they all loved it. They hung out with 
Tien, Rob, Gav, and so on. They had the time of their lives here, and 
I just knew it wouldn't suck. 

What're the authorities like there; are they more chill than the 
gestapo German police? Hahahahaha, the funny thing is that in 
almost five years of blading we've never gotten kicked out by the 
police for street skating. 
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ao stale wallride / melbourne
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topsoul / ballarat
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true mistrial / melbourne

Funny story. We recently skated a new ledge in the city, right in 
front of a newly renovated building. The security showed up and 
told us to leave, but for some reason we just kept skating. He called 
the police about four times, but they didn't care. A few days later, 
the ledge was capped. Which is what usually happens. A new spot 
gets built, we skate it, and it gets capped a few days later. They've 
even started to build spots with caps already on. 

Is it the sort of place you can ride the train without paying and get 
away with it? Yes, but only during peak hour when the trains are 
extremely crowded and nobody can move. 

Which food is better? In general I'd say German food, but then 
again there's nothing better than a good burger with chips and an 
ice cold beer. Australian food is very similar to American food. It's a 
lot of BBQs, steaks, seafood, burgers and so on. 

Which beer? German beer, straight up. 

You've been on a couple different blade set ups recently. What 
are you rolling on now? At the moment I'm rolling on some Rob G 
3's, just as they come out of the box. 

If you could have any setup that ever existed, what would you  
ride on? To be honest, the same set up as I skate at the moment… 
just with black Fiziks frames and my Denial pro wheel. Though I 
might change the color of the skate to completely gold. 

Couple years ago you were part of the "Clip" series. What hap-
pened to those guys? When that came out it was so far ahead of 
what anyone else was doing at the time. I remember we really 
wanted the ONEvideo to live up to the "Clip" standards. Your sec-
tion was awesome, btw.  Thanks. Clip was owned by Lukas Von 
Monkiewitsch and Jochen Smuda. After awhile they just got too 
busy with their personal careers — Jochen as owner of Ucon and 
Lukas as a director — and couldn't do it anymore. I think one of the 
main reasons that Clip was so successful, apart from the amazing 
skating and filming, was that it was something new. It was filmed 
in Europe, it had different music than your standard skate video 
— just think about the intros. They always used hard electro. The 
spots, the look, the people… it was just all so different to all the 
other stuff up until that point. 

The thing with filming for Clip was you always knew that you were 
filming something that, quality-wise, was on another level. In some 
way that motivated me even more. This has happened throughout 
my entire career. I've always worked with the top people in the in-
dustry and my stuff is always the highest possible quality. For me 
it's all about quality, not quantity. 

What do you think about people that TOTALLY CAN blade but 
don't get out and do it anymore? Hahahahaha, there's so many 
people like that out there. It seems like a lot of pros got screwed 
over by the rollerblading industry so bad that they simply just don't 
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fishbrain / melbourne

"I always say that skating is like a drug — you 
can never quit completely. Sooner or later, 

everybody will come back."
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want to skate anymore, which is understandable. On the other 
hand, you see a lot of people quit and then come back after a few 
years. I always say that skating is like a drug — you can never quit 
completely. Sooner or later, everybody will come back. 

How about people that stopped blading and come back? What are 
your thoughts there? I find it awesome. It seems like nowadays we 
don't have many people starting to skate, but we've got a lot of old-
er people that used to skate starting to skate again. I recently met 
Manuel Billiris at a new Melbourne skate park. He just got back into 
skating after a 14-year break, which proves my theory that sooner 
or later, you come back. 

What do you think about the various mega ramp tours, Nitro, Flic 
Flac, stuff like that — you think it's good for dudes to take that 
money and huck those airs? I find it great it shows the public that 
rollerblading is still out there and that is actually looks sick these 
days. It's probably the only way for us to get public recognition. The 
Nitro Circus is massive in Australia. They do one tour after another 
there. 

How would your life be different if you'd never bladed? First of 
all, I would be living in a small town in Germany in the middle of 
nowhere. I would not be doing this interview right now, and even 
worse — I wouldn't even be able to speak English. I guess I would 
have a nice car though… but I also would not have seen a lot of the 
things I've seen, and I definitely would have not seen almost 40 
countries. No, I reckon I'd be up to about three.

See, with the whole traveling and living in other cities and countries 
thing, I feel like I've learned a lot about other cultures, and I'm more 
respectful towards other people because of that. Basically, you 

could say I would be some average small town guy with a sick car 
that doesn't know shit about life. 

What's the best session you've ever had? Any session with the 
homies on a nice, sunny day with fresh new spots in the city that 
includes after-skate drinks at Rooftop Rocks. 

I really enjoyed all the sessions we had when we filmed for 7 Rats. 
We had a really cool crew at the time, even though it was a bit dis-
turbing to hear what Isaac can do with his foot. 

A typical day would be waking up, catching the tram to the city, wait 
at city park for Isaac, Smitty, Handle and Harold. Then we'd head off 
to skate some new spots, get some clips, then head to Smitty's for a 
review of the footage, some beers, and some Peter Plumrich jokes. 

Best trick you ever laced? Top acid on a kink rail followed by a true 
savannah in a line. 

Last thing you did before this interview? Went to the beach for a 
swim. 

What you're going to do once this is over? I will have a shower and 
then go to sleep. 

Well, then get to it. And drop any shout outs or thank you's on the 
way.  My girl, fam, Craig Smith , Jarrod T, James G, Roberto Pitts, 
Gav Drumm,  Matt C, Andy and Peter Plumrich, Thomas and Jezza 
Dalbis, Tobias Zach, Lukas Merkle, Umberto T, Daniel Prell, Thor-
sten from Grindhouse, Tom Hyser, Jon Jenkins, the Pza, Brasco, 
Adam Carrosselli, Sebastian Hofer, Basti Beheim, Jochen S, Gotti, 
Spider Dan, and Grindhouse!

nyc (2012) / photo by jon jenkins
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backside cess slide / melbourne
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*CONTEST

alex broskow and tony cheetah

david sizemore / topsoul 540 to flat / stockwell
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spectators

Though planning had been underway for weeks and building had been 

underway for days, our first exposure to this year's Blading Cup came 

on Friday evening, November 1, as we descended onto Santa Ana to 

see how everything was coming together. 

As they had for days, the Blading Cup build crew was assembled on 

the course, remedying unforeseen troubles and putting the finishing 

touches on layout. It wasn't exactly easy to get the full picture, because 

as Julio explained to us, the two big quarter pipe ramps would not ar-

rive until 8 am the morning of the comp. If you're planning an event and 

expecting people from all over to come to your shit, that's not exactly 

the kind of thing that let's you rest easy. But it wasn't anything new for 

BC, so work continued as Arlo Eisenberg and Chuck Cauton painted 

logos and original artwork onto the custom-built ramps. 

Of the obstacles built for the event, notable additions included the 

now-famous Fester coffin box, complete with dry ice machine spewing 

"smoke," and the rail-wallride-rail set up. Less like a traditional contest 

course and more like a manic collection of challenging obstacles, the 

2013 course made quality use of the allotted space and created oppor-

tunities for progressive maneuvers. It was clear that the rail-wallride-

rail setup would play a pivotal role in the event's outcome. 

BLADING 
CUP

2013
Text by Justin Eisinger

Photos by Jeff Stockwell
& Wes Driver

*CONTEST



30     ONE rollerblading magazine / digital v.3



digital v.3 / ONE rollerblading magazine     31chris farmer / disaster true negative makio / stockwell



32     ONE rollerblading magazine / digital v.3

montre livingston / rocket misty flip / driver
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john bolino / fullcab ao unity to fish / driver

dean coward / ao fish / stockwell



34     ONE rollerblading magazine / digital v.3

After bullshitting with various blader friends that meandered 

through the event space it was time for food, drinks and entertain-

ment. War stories were swapped, new tales left untold and friend-

ships forged. Then before you knew it Saturday morning rolled 

around and it was time for the Ams to warm up. 

Arriving back at the event site it was clear the builders didn't get 

much sleep. Ramps were all painted, a couple new obstacles had 

popped up, and those quarter pipes were secured in place. Bladers 

were already putting the course to use. 

Long minutes of action-packed Am qualifier heats stretched into a 

long, unexpectedly sunny and warm November day where the sun 

seemed hell-bent on sending everyone home with a sunburn. Soon 

the Ams were done and the women's event was underway. As the 

women concluded and the judges reached a decision on the Ams, 

the announcement came down: Becci Sotelo won the women's event 

and Michael Froemling was the top Am. He'd be moving on to the Pro 

comp. Given how hard guys like Howie Bennett and Dean Coward 

threw down, that was some accomplishment.

Sometime after a trip to the taco truck that was parked adjacent to 

the street course the pros officially took the course, and the Blading 

Cup proper was underway. 

Lots of dudes were shredding. Chris Farmer was skating in the con-

test. Chris Farmer! And he was hurling his body across the pavement 

in search of his tricks. When he landed them, people went crazy. And 

as on-point as the Ams had been, when the Pros took the course it 

was put to use the way it was intended. The airs were higher. The 

linked tricks more technical. The speeds faster and the control more fine-

tuned. It's been too long since the event and the info doesn't appear to 

be online, but quickly, skaters like David Sizemore, Alex Broskow, John 

Bolino, Montre Livingston, Farmer and Am qualifier Froemling brought 

the crowd's excitement to peak levels. And even after Alex landed the 

succession of seemingly impossible CHEAT CODE combos on the rail-

wallride-rail, Farmer landed the bs royale to drop ao negative makio 

transfer, Sizemore gapped the Fester coffin to disaster topsoil, Montre 

landed true neg far side mistrial 540 across the Fester coffin, and… well 

shit, just watch the edits. It was unbelievable.

In the end it was Alex in first, Montre in second and Farmer in third. Blad-

ing Cup was on the books and it had been another great year. 

Was it the best year? I'm not sure. Thinking back (and looking at pics/

edits), it seemed like year one had the most random foot traffic, year two 

had the TV hype and all the international attendees and the bleachers, 

and this year had the most cooperation and support from the local Santa 

Ana community, plus a course that encouraged the skaters to be creative.

A quick final aside: Kennen Scott and Erick Garcia are the best MC team 

in blading. Recent past and foreseeable future included. Those two did a 

great job of keeping the crowd informed, skaters aware of what was go-

ing on, helped the event move along (props to first-year point man Jason 

Reyna for his work to keep things running smoothly), and added a lot of 

color commentary that kept people like me amused with their blade ram-

blings. I hope they get more MC work.  

So that's it. Blading Cup made more blading history, you gonna be part 

of it in 2014?

john vossoughi / stale air / stockwell

b smith ivan narez

festerville
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alex broskow / royale ao wally 270 royale to fakie / stockwell
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text by Jon Fromm
photos by Eric Palmer

Adventures in South Africa

*LOCATION

"In life, there are few moments we 

can truly say that changed our 

lives. Maybe once or twice we look 

back and really see an event that 

made us to who we are.

My trip to South Africa was just 

that, something that I will never 

forget for the rest of my life."  
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To tell the whole story, we have to go back to June of 2013. I was 

on tour in Minnesota, filming for my wheel sponsor, when I slipped 

back on a rail and broke my leg. The break was fairly bad and re-

quired surgery, so I was out a good 5-6 months. 

I was pissed. 

I was in a dark time in my life; I honestly had no positive outlook. 

I would wake up for school and then could not wait for the day to 

end...

While in recovery, I was bullshitting around on Facebook and I 

stumbled upon the Razors South Africa page. Even though I had 

been riding for Razors for three years now, I never knew of a pres-

ence in South Africa, let alone Africa itself. I decided to send a quick 

message expressing my happiness in seeing a scene down there, 

and how awesome it was to see blading in a different part of the 

world. Well, it must of been my lucky day, because within 10 min-

utes the Razors SA rep, Hugo Vermaak, sent me a message saying 

they’ve been trying to get someone to come down there for forever. 

I expressed my interest in going, which led to more traded emails 

about what would have to be done. I didn’t really expect anything, 

saw it as something that could happen maybe in a couple years time. 

Then low and behold, I'm sitting at the bar with my friend, Buck, and 

I get an email from Andy and Hugo, basically saying I was on my way 

to South Africa. 

My jaw dropped. I didn't know what to say. I was just in shock. 

As I began preliminary planning to head over, I was talking with my 

good friend and filmer George Holmquist. He mentioned he had all 

this free time from work. So I explained the situation, and within a 

matter of minutes he was down to pay for his ticket and travel with 

me. A week later, my good friend Ryan “Buck” Strauss had the same 

idea. So I was now traveling to Africa with two of my good friends. 

Best believe I was stoked.

Finally, November 7th arrived. We geared up the car and headed 

down to MIA for our flight. Now, I’ve flown a ton in my life, even 

trans-atlantic, and trans-continental, but nothing would prepare 

for this trip. We had a three-hour trip to Minneapolis, nine-hour 

flight to Amsterdam, then finally an 11-hour flight to Johannes-

burg. Honestly, at one point during the flights I was seeing things. 

But it was all good fun... We had so many laughs. I passed out with 

my head in the isle, and the flight attendant had to move my head so 

she wouldn't smash me with the drink cart. George got cut off from 
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pietersburg / hanger view

drinking on one of the flights (he only drank six beers? silly Delta). At 

last we made it to Joberg, and were greeted by Hugo and Eric Palmer. 

From the moment we landed, I could not believe how nice of a coun-

try South Africa was. The air seemed much cleaner then America, 

while the city and the highways had that modern feel similar to that 

of LA or San Diego. I expected something completely different and 

was in awe driving from the airport to Hugo’s house. 

So now the time had come to blade. Blading in South Africa was an ex-

perience I will never forget. Their are townships in JoBerg that have a 

lot of poor people, and one of these townships had an amazing park in 

the middle of it. So many kids were there when we arrived, all of them 

rollerbladers. The first thing I noticed was how well all of the kids 

could skate park. They could ride ramps super well, spin over boxes, 

and ride fakie over both shoulders. Something you don’t see often in 

American bladers. I could sense how juiced they were that American 

skaters had come to blade with them. Our first day there I was super 

jetlagged and honestly could barely function. But George decided he 

was gonna get the party started. There was this terrifying gap to rail 

to gap over this trash can. If you clipped you were done. Now, George 

normally films me, so I honestly didn’t expect him to try such a stunt. 

He gave it few looks, and then BAM — gap to pornstar to fakie. I was 

in awe, and immediately put my skates on, did gap to soul, and a few 

others that you will see in tour edit.

Now, what was so sick about this whole situation was the locals got 

so hyped. We got two locals that had never really hit rails like that to 

try it. One kid, we called him Betti, took some hard falls trying it, but 

never gave up, and kept at it. He wound up getting a nice gap to soul. 

hugo vermaak / bs farv jon fromm / gap to makio

george holmquist / bs torque

Everyone was so hyped after that. It carried on over to a barbecue 

that night.

The motivation continued throughout the week. We had a whole 

crew: George, Buck, Hugo, myself, Eric Palmer, and Neil van der Walt. 

We had many days of awesome shredding, funny jokes, and just all 

around awesome times. We traveled all over Pretoria, and made our 

way north to Pietersberg. We had to be close to Hugo’s work since he 

was on-call. (He’s a pilot for a private plane operator.) 

We skated every day except one. That day we decided to do some-

thing that I thought I would never do — we went to a game reserve 

and walked with lions. When I say that "this was fucking wild!" I mean 

it. I have never done anything so insanely awesome. We walked with 

them, with only sticks as protection. We were able to pose for pic-

tures, pet them, and hold their tails. Words can’t describe the feeling 

of petting a 250lb lion. Goosebumps shot over my skin the whole time. 

After that we had two more skating days, and finished the week with 

a local street comp. I was able to judge and watch all the locals kill 

their spots. We saw some awesome skating, and were so juiced to 

watch everyone go all out. It was the perfect end to an amazing trip.

Looking back, it all seems like a blur, and I can’t believe it actually hap-

pened. South Africa is an incredible country, with amazing hospitality 

and rollerblading. I hope this article and our tour edit inspires more 

pros to travel there. Definitely would go back there in a heart beat! 

I want to thank Razors and Hugo for making this all happen. Also, to 

my friends George and Buck, thank you for sharing in this experience 

of a lifetime. 
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frank joubert / 540

neil van der walt / savannah 
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*FEATURE

Making the journey out to the Mt. Baldy full pipe had always been an 
interest of mine. The trip finally materialized when Matt Luda and 
Andrew Smolak gave me a call and invited me along for their adven-
ture. Luda and Smokes had the treasure map and I was just along for 
the ride. 

I mentally prepared for the inevitable confrontation with locals that 
were sure to be threatened by our presence. To my surprise, it was 
nothing but good times and smooth sailing. We bladed, shot some pho-
tos, filmed a little bit and were on our way back to Long Beach before 
rush hour traffic even started. All in all, a satisfying experience that 
ended with another item checked off the blading bucket list. 

by Brandon Smith

Mt. Baldy
Full Pipe Session
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reverse stale cork 900 somewhere in europe. 
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history, I tend to zone out because I'm excited. Then 
you realize it's not about being pro or whatever, it's 

just about having those types of experiences."
— Matt Ladewski
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by Matthieu Ledoux
photos by Guillaume LaTrompette

Kevin LaPierre

*INTERVIEW

If you are reading these words, you already have something in common with Kevin — love for rollerblading. 
The first time I meet him I knew that his passion for blading was true and pure. He truly cares about skating, 
and I've never heard him talking down on anyone. He is humble and respecful and always ready to help. I 
have learned a lot with him and keep doing so. 

Kevin is here to stay, and he's set so many things aside in his life just to be able to skate full-time that I am 
sure it will all come back to him in rewarding ways. Thank you, bro, and everyone that is reading these lines 
— blessings.
          — Mathieu Ledoux
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ao wally 360 / montreal

 
Hey Kevin, so how is life right now?
Very good; few changes. I have had a girlfriend for nearly two years, 
and I work part-time at D-structure ProShop, so it gives me a lot of 
time to skate. But with the snow that is now falling it's harder to go 
out…. It is the best time of year to work and save up to travel places 
where it doesn't snow.

How do you cope with not being able to skate outside in the winter?
I find it pretty difficult, especially when I watch edits of guys skating 
where there isn't any winter. But it's nothing new here in Quebec, 
so I go to indoor skateparks and try to go four to five times to places 
where I can skate street.

You started doing yoga in my wife's class once in a while. Do you 
feel any difference in your skating and in your life ?
Wow, over the past few years you've often told me how you would 
be going to yoga sessions and that it was the best exercise to feel 
comfortable with your body. Today I can say that yoga helps me feel 
more confident on my skates, and especially in my mind (I am more 
calm, ha ha).

If you could go back in your early skating ages, would you do some-
thing different knowing what you know now?
Nah! … Before starting I wanted to do something different… Some-
thing people would not usually see. So I wasn't preoccupied with 
knowing if I would be making money, I just wanted to skate as much 
as possible and be able to learn more about myself.

What is the definition of style for you?
Hmm, I think each individual has their own unique style, just like in 
everyday life — each person's way of doing things will reflect in their 
skating. Style develops itself with everyday skating and not trying to 
look like anyone else. It comes with time I guess.

Do you have an idea of how you want a certain trick to look like 
before you film it?
Yeah, every time, especially when it's a trick I have wanted to do for 
a while. Visualizing the trick before hand helps me a lot with feeling 
confident and succeeding.

I know that your parents are really supportive. Did they ever ask 
you if there is a future in skating? If they did, what was your answer?
They never really asked me. I think they notice what the scene is like 
when following me, and through observation. I think they can see 
that I am having fun and that I am learning a lot with what I love to do, 
so I am sure they aren't too worried about me. I'd like to take a mo-
ment and thank them for everything they have done for me.

Recently you went on the RB tour in Cali. How was you experience?
It was so sick ! When I was younger, I really enjoyed watching ed-
its with Rob G, Cody and Lonnie, so being in California and skating 
with them is something I would like to do every day. I have wanted to 
go on a trip with Rollerblade for a while, because the guys are super 
cool and I knew it would be an unforgettable trip. Thanks again, Tom 
Hyser.
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fishbrain / minneapolis, mn
sweatstance 180 / quebec / photo by yan lecomte



54     ONE rollerblading magazine / digital v.3



digital v.3 / ONE rollerblading magazine     55crossgrab backslide / montreal 



56     ONE rollerblading magazine / digital v.3

ao negative mistrial 360 out / los angeles, ca
truespin crossgrab makio / montreal
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stale 180 / montreal

What is your deepest desire? Your biggest dream?
Just to be able to skate, film and travel even more, all while being able 
to pay my bills.

Do you read comments on Be-mag or Rollernews? If you do, does it 
bring any value to your life ?
Yeah, sometimes I read them, whether it's positive or negative, I try 
not to take it personally. I remember the criticism and try to see it as 
constructive criticism.

Have you ever watched "Mad Beef?"
Yeah! I just watched it. Ha ha, these guys are sick! Never saw it be-
fore.

If you would find yourself traveling to another planet with ET, what 
would you tell them about life on Earth?
I would tell them that life on Earth is pretty cool. Even if money tends 
to leads our lives, I think what's important is to take time for yourself 
and have fun with what you are doing.

Do you think you will ever beat me at S.K.A.T.E, ha ha! (I stop playing 
against Kevin as soon as I knew that he would beat me, which was 
a long time ago.)
Hahahahahah… hmmmm, nah.

How is your relationship with RB? Any plans with them?
Really good, just how I expected it from the beginning, I think this 
company represents me very well. We have fun when we skate and 

laugh a lot. We have a lot of projects we talked about when I was in Cali, 
like doing more trips more often. Maybe in 2014 things will be moving a 
little more on that side, I think.

Have you ever taken a long break from skating?
Hmm, I think the longest break I took was five years ago when I fell on 
my head at a contest in Ottawa. I woke up 10 hours later not remember-
ing a thing from the day before. I took a least three to four weeks off to 
recover.

Any plans for next year?
Yeah, same as every year — try to make as many edits possible and par-
ticipate in every contest I can. I've got several different projects in the 
works with Scribe, Southernscum and Rollerblade, and I would really 
like to go to Winterclash.

Who was the first blader that you looked up to?
I think it was Josh Petty! When I started skating, my mom bought me 
a book on aggressive skating, Josh Petty was in it, and the same night 
I watched tons of videos of him and he inspired me to go skating after-
wards. In high school, I had to write an essay about an idol for French 
class — I did it on Josh Petty. It was the only essay I've ever written that 
got a good grade.

And finally, anyone you want to thank?
I just wanted to say a big thanks to Rollerblade, Scribe Industries, D-
Structure, Southern Scum, my family, my beautiful girlfriend, Ledoux, 
my friends, rollerbladers, and ONE for all the good work you guys do! 
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http://circolowheels.com
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http://issuu.com/oneblademag


60     ONE rollerblading magazine / digital v.3



digital v.3 / ONE rollerblading magazine     61

If you don't recognize the name Paul Bates, especially those of a younger disposition, you probably 
cannot be blamed. This elusive man hailing from the coastal towns of Essex generally shies away 
from traditional human contact and social media presence, however, this home-grown legend has 
been a part of the UK rollerblading scene for almost two decades.

One of the most talented and driven beings I've had the pleasure of meeting during my life, it's an 
honor to call him not only an inspiration but my friend. Paul has been a cornerstone of the Essex 
rollerblading fraternity and one of the first people I was reliably informed that I must link with 
when I made the move to Essex. It was certainly "The Only Way" and a chance meeting I will never 
forget. I was greeted by a rather quiet conundrum of a man, trendy in many senses of the word, 
rocking skinny jeans and a Beatlesesque haircut, but you cannot take a character of such repute by 
face value.

Going past his obvious creative talents and ability on blades, Paul Bates is an absolute pleasure to 
be in the company of. It is refreshing to speak to someone in rollerblading that just looks at things 
from the outside in. If you get the opportunity to know him well enough he can be one of the naugh-
tiest and most entertaining characters you will ever come across. The Barb Father.

For the last couple years I have watched a select group of gentleman come together, drawn togeth-
er and directed by Paul on adventures of naughtiness and overcoming both age and ability. This 
group of barbarians, from many different walks of life — some you may have heard of and some 
you may have only come across in passing — have a story to tell. This story will be told through the 
lens of Mr. Paul Bates…

*SPOTLIGHT

interview by Phil McEwan
photos by Sam Cooper

The Final Chapter
paul bates / ao makio
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joey yeomans / ao fishbrain

Okay, let's start with the basics. How old are you and where are you 
from? 28 Years old. Southend-on-sea, Essex in the UK.

Please explain the term 'Barb', what does it mean to you? Ha ha, so 

the word 'Barb' became common linguistics within our group of friends 

when we first started blading with Joey Yeomans. Not only does he 

portray the rough exterior and build associated with a traditional bar-

barian warrior, but his style of skating is directed at bigger spots so 

we started calling him a barbarian or 'barb' every time he would lace a 

huge trick. Pretty soon after that, any time someone dropped a huge 

trick we would call them a barb.  

Tell us about your ongoing love for the boots, and some of your 
proudest achievements within the rollerblading world? I started 

aggressive skating back in 1997 and it was a welcome break from the 

overly competitive ethos of most other things going on in my life at 

the time. I liked that people from all walks of life would come together 

to blade. I instantly made a lot of good friends through skating and 

knew it was something I would continue to do for a long time to come. 

I wouldn't class anything I've done in skating as an achievement, it's 

just something I've always done for fun and I'm happy to still be out 

shredding with my friends and embarking on a few adventures in the 

process. 

What is the rollerblading scene like in Essex? I've watched the scene 

in Essex change drastically over the years. I've been part of it for al-

most twenty years now. I remember when I first started skating, it was 

huge. The town I grew up in housed an incredible skatepark, which up 

until the late '90s had the largest vert ramp in Europe. There's actu-

ally footage on YouTube of Tony Hawk doing twelve mctwists back-

to-back on it. I think partly because the rollerblading industry was 

starting to boom back in the mid- to late- '90s, and partly because we 

had that skatepark, the scene was huge. Around the millennium the 

skatepark got closed down which didn't really come as a surprise to 

be honest, because that place was held together with chewing gum 

and sticks, but after that went the scene died a death. At that point 

I started skating street with a few rollerbladers from different towns 

and for many years after that if I wanted to skate I would have to travel 

a fair bit to hook up with people. It's only the past couple of years that 

the scene has really grown down here in terms of numbers. It's nice to 

see an abundance of rollerbladers again on a local level.

It has been a fair while since anyone has seen Paul Bates drop an 
edit. What have you been working on? So the past couple of years we 

have been filming for a skate video. The idea was to make something 

local-based that supports and documents our local scene. I often think 

back to when I first started skating and the amazing scene that was 

going on back then, and I just think it's such a shame that generation 

was never properly documented on camera. Right now, myself and the 

friends I skate with are the oldest generation of rollerbladers locally 

here in Essex, so it's a great time to make a video that will document 

our generation and also hopefully inspire the next generation of local 

rollerbladers coming up.

How long have you been working on this and where has it taken 
you? It's definitely been a good couple of years in the making. In terms 

of the spots, I've really tried to keep it local to give the look of the film a 

cohesive feel. We've searched high and low throughout Essex to hunt 

down new and unique spots, which has been challenging at times, but 

it's come together in the end. We also had a couple of trips abroad to 

southern Europe during the rainy months (which is the majority of the 

time here in the UK).  
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sam cooper / top soul / photo by ray henderson

sam cooper / top soul / photo by ray hendersonwhiskey
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So who will be featuring in this eclectic mix of Barbs? The film pro-

files four of my best friends: Seamus Rafferty, Joey Yeomans, Adam 

Galwas and Sam Cooper. We've all been good friends for around ten 

years now. It's really been about our friendship and hopefully this 

comes across in the film. There are also clips from some other local 

skaters, as well as from the people who passed through Essex to come 

skate with us over the past couple of years.

What has been your most resounding memory from this two-year 
adventure? The whole process has been pretty amazing. Every time 

we meet up we end up laughing until tears are running down our fac-

es. One particular story that I have fond memories of was when we 

went on a skate trip to Valencia. At the time we all agreed we would 

go somewhere in Spain as we wanted some guaranteed good weather.  

We didn't want to do the usual Barcelona or Madrid skate trip, as we 

wanted some fresh terrain to skate and film on. This led to me doing 

a search for skate spots on the photo sharing website called Flickr by 

using the search term 'skating' along with different cities within Spain. 

I did this for a few different cities with no real luck and then tried Va-

lencia.  The results that came up showed a handful of really awesome 

spots. Luckily, most of the photos had also been tagged with the name 

of the area they were in within Valencia, so using Google Street View 

I managed to track down the exact locations of these spots over a few 

painstakingly long days in front of the computer.  

So there it was, we had created a spot map of incredible spots in a place 

we had never been to. So we all fly out to Valencia, get settled in our 

apartment and start off on our journey using our skate spot treasure 

map. A couple of days pass and the trip had already been pretty suc-

cessful. We'd found a handful of the spots and racked up a fair few 

clips.  We all decided we would go out that night for a few beers and 

some food. So we're skating through the winding streets of Valencia 

and stumble across this really cool restaurant with an open kitchen 

that you can see in from the street. So we all think this looks cool lets 

take a look at the menu. As we're doing so, some guy comes out of the 

restaurant and says "Hey guys, I see you have skates, I blade too."  So 

we're all thinking maybe this guys is a recreational blader or something 

but he's like "No, I got a pair of Remz, I rollerblade like you guys." He 

tells us that his name is David and that he's from Valencia and he in-

vites us into the restaurant as he works in the gallery above it. So we 

get a round of beers in and we all sit down and get talking about skat-

ing. As it happened, that very day we had been searching for a sick spot 

on the map but couldn't find it because I hadn't mapped its positioning 

quite right, so I'm thinking "Great, I'll ask this local where the spot is." I 

get the map out and show him the picture of it and he says "That's my 

photo… and that one, and that one." It ends up that the Flickr account 

I'd found and used to make the spot map belonged to this guy. 

All of us were in total disbelief that somehow we had randomly 

bumped into and made friends with the guy whose photos we had used 

to base the whole trip on. David couldn't believe it either and thought 

that the idea behind the spot map was really cool. We ended up hook-

ing up with him to skate a few times during that week and made a good 

friend that day.

So when can people see your latest production? The film will be 

available for free online on the 31st of January, so just keep your eyes 

peeled for that.

Any Thank You's or shout outs? Shout outs to Seamus, Joey, Adam 

and Sam for the good times and pushing themselves for the video, Reg 

for the inspiration and being twenty years in the game, all the local Es-

sex rollerbladers for keeping the scene going, The Baron for being the 

mustache of my life, and the rest of my friends and family. I hope you 

guys all enjoy the video.

adam galwas / soul grind
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paul bates
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*PICKS

MichaelOBEDOZA
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: stale 360 gap
location: los angeles, ca
skates: xsjado
frames: create originals
wheels: eulogy
photo: labez
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ChrisESPOSITO
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: ao fishbrain 360 out
location: brooklyn, ny
skates: usd
frames: kizer
wheels: m1
photographer: deangelis
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QuinnFELDMAN
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: soul to bank 
location: los angeles, ca
skates: nimh
frames: ground control
photo: labez
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DanoGORMAN
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: farside makio
location: dublin
skates: usd
frames: kaltik
photo: glackin
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GregSCHLOSSER
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: topsoul to bs backslide
location: denver, co
skates: valo
frames: kizer
photographer: hayes
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FrankyMORALES
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: liu kang 180
location: los angeles, ca
skates: usd
frames: kizer
wheels: m1
photographer: wes driver
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JoshFERGUSON
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: safety 180
location: houston, tx
skates: usd
frames: ground control
wheels: sic urethane
photographer: millerin
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LeoOPPENHEIM
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: top acid
location: lancaster, uk
skates: seba
frames: seba
gear: that rolling brand
photographer: cooper
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HaydenBALL
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: vertical makio stall
location: san diego, ca
skates: valo
frames: youth
wheels: eulogy
photographer: steinmetz
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AnthonyMEDINA
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: switch christ makio
location: round rock, tx
skates: usd
frames: ground control
wheels: sic urethane
photographer: king
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DemetriosGEORGE
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
trick: fishbrain to fakie
location: compton, ca
skates: usd
frames: kizer
wheels: undercover
photographer: wes driver
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*15MINUTES

There is a point you reach, about 15 minutes into your session, when your blades 
become an extension of your body. That wheeled, stiff plastic shoe you just put 
on your feet vanishes and the grinds become smoother, landings are softer, and 
spins more fluid. As well, there is a point you reach in your blading career when 
blading becomes religion. You smirk when remembering the time that blading 
meant impressing other people. Now, a bad session means a bad week. Blading 
is more meditation, less bench press. Injury is your biggest critic, companionship 
your biggest excuse. Adversity cements your desire to blade. Others question 
your logic. But like the good religious person you’ve become, no matter what 
anyone says to you about blading, you still do it.    

by Jon Robinson 

eric and a selection of blade memorabilia / photo by steinmetz

Name: Eric Schrijn
Age: 34
Residence: Escondido, CA
Years skating: 21
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by Jon Robinson 

portrait by Steve Steinmetz
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soyale 270 out / escondido (2003) / photo by driver
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"I like the classics."

Eric Schrijn began his blading career playing roller hockey in 

abandoned grocery store parking lots with Beau Cottington in 

Escondido, California. Every now and then they would see the Chris 

Edwards – the aggressive guy, as they called him – doing front-sides 

and power-slides. “This guy, he blew everyone’s socks off,” Schrijn 

said. Edwards bladed faster, jumped higher, and did stuff that Schrijn 

and Cottington had not seen before. “And from that point on, a whole 

new relationship sparked."

For the next 21 years, Schrijn took Chris Edwards’ foundation of big, 

timeless tricks and painted his own blading canvas. Like Edwards, 

Schrijn’s trick vocabulary impresses every generation of bladers. 

“I like the classics,” he said. Smooth spins to top-acids, limited 

switch-ups, solid landings, and controlled emotions are Eric Schrijn 

hallmarks. 

Throughout his career he skated for legendary companies like 

Senate, Rollerblade, K2, Fiziks, and Eulogy. His blading blessed us, 

and gave us a peek into his personal life. Trick selection and clothing 

style reflected Schrijn’s home life. From physical and mental injury, to 

disabled family members, and ultimate loss, Schrijn faced lifetimes of 

adversity, and we unknowingly watched it all in his blading. 

Bones Are Not Stronger Than Handrails

When we make long-term plans for ourselves, we choose to eat 

right, save money, buy houses, to have kids, and maybe get married. 

We attempt to stabilize ourselves from outside factors like job loss, 

sickness, injury, and accidents. Life-altering family emergencies, 

however, are something few prepare for. Mental illness, addiction, 

and traumatic accidents will change someone’s life instantly with a 

phone call, a doctor’s visit, or simply returning home.  

Eric Schrijn grew up and still lives in Escondido, California. He is the 

primary caregiver to his blind father. Schrijn’s dad was blinded in 

Vietnam by unknown chemicals. He met Schrijn’s mother after the 

war, blind. Schrijn has four step siblings: three on his mom’s side and 

one on his dad’s side. He assumed the caregiver role after his mother 

died suddenly in June 2010. She went to the hospital for a hip X-Ray 

and the doctors suggested she get an X-Ray of her lungs as well. 

Three weeks later she was gone from Stage 4 Lung Cancer.

Schrijn lives in a five-bedroom, 1,900 square foot house that contains 

an array of animals ranging from a Taco Bell-looking chihuahua named 

Scooter, to a citrus-bright yellow Bearded Dragon lizard named 

Bird that looks like a horny toad ("except five times bigger"), or an 

African grey parrot named Sydney that mimics sounds of calculators, 

synthesizers, microwave buttons, phones, cat meows and dog’s bark. 

Schrijn said he sometimes walks in the room to Sydney having a 

conversation with itself. He had a stray cat for nine years but it was 

recently a victim of coyotes. He summed it up saying, "We’re taking 

their environment away so it shouldn’t be a surprise." 

Schrijn’s blading career is one of amazing stunts on rollerblades: 360 

sweatstance down a knobbed kinked rail, flawless 270 top-acids, 

alley-oop fishbrains on obstacles most of us dream of royaling, and 

fakie 720’s down stair sets we prefer to simply walk down. It is not 

an exaggeration to say that Eric Schrijn is one of the most talented 

rollerbladers to ever step foot on this planet. His private life, 

however, explains his tricks.

Schrijn said the peak of his career was 1999. Reflecting, he tells me, 

“It was a beautiful time." For five years he gave us strong and flowing 
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serotonin and dopamine levels were not stable. Life was "peaks 

and valleys" instead of a consistent elevation. One day he was on 

top of the world, and the next day he would plunge into depression. 

He had to put on a mask every time he went into public. He dealt 

with emotions from a disadvantaged place. Schrijn was essentially 

attempting to do handrails with a broken leg; living life with an 

injury and no cast. Mental health disorders, such as depression, 

carry many negative connotations. Your brain, however, is simply 

not working properly and needs a cast. When your leg is broken, 

it doesn’t function properly and it needs a cast to heal; similarly, 

when your mind is broken it needs medicine to heal.  

Being bipolar can affect your mood, energy, activity levels, and your 

ability to carry out daily tasks, according to the National Institute 

of Health (NIH). Symptoms include damaged relationships, poor 

job performance, and even thoughts of suicide. Bipolar is genetic; 

a person is four to six times more likely of being bipolar if their 

parent or sibling have it — Schrijn’s brother was depressed — and 

symptoms usually develop between teenage and early adult years. 

During annual physicals, doctors aren’t just making sure you are 

physically healthy, they are also checking for signs of depression. 

Bipolar disorder has no cure per se, but it can be managed, and 

Schrijn has done so brilliantly through a mixture of medication 

and regular exercise. Schrijn accomplished what most of us fool 

ourselves into believing: noticing and accepting our flaws, then 

dealing with them head on, "You actually have to have a brain," 

Schrijn said. Our bones aren’t stronger than handrails; our 

brains aren’t stronger than life. We need doctors, medications, 

therapy, and support. Schrijn’s medicines are a mixture of new and 

conventional methods.

— nearly melting — sections in VG 4, Back In The Day and Day of the 
Rope. Rollerblading was on top of the world and he skated for two 

of its top companies: Senate and Rollerblade. Arriving home one 

day with his nephew, they found Schrijn’s 35-year-old stepbrother 

in front of his house, dead from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

The incident plunged him deep into a depression. He shut down 

and used blading as an outlet to try near suicidal tricks. “It was just 

reckless,” he said. He directly attributes his switch topsoul 360 out 

off a 10-foot drop-rail in the video Forest Fire to his depression. 

He broke his kneecap and hyper-extended his knee. His decision-

making ability was altered. He quit Rollerblade fearing any type 

of responsibility. His blading was his coping mechanism: his 

distraction. His life session had just passed the 15-minute mark.   

A professional athlete or an expert warrior both carry a sense 

of invincibility with their position. Malcolm Gladwell says in his 

book David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling 
Giants that some professional athletes have distinct genetic 

advantages and can recover faster than other humans — some 

Eastern Europeans naturally produce more testosterone, Kenyan 

runners have higher red blood cell counts. Along with the super 

humanness, however, comes a distorted sense of mortality. 

Professionals think they are the best, are told they are the best, 

and ignore vulnerabilities. Susceptible to confirmation bias, 

they only notice traits that reinforce their preexisting notions of 

reality and ignore contradictory facts. Critical self-reflection is an 

Everest-sized hurdle. 

In 2001, Schrijn’s then-girlfriend noticed alarming behaviors 

and confronted Schrijn. His doctor diagnosed him as bipolar. His 

senate ad / db #22 / may 1998
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razors escozoo ad / db #47 / october 2001

rollerblade ad / db #41 / january 2001

Cocoa Shells

Medicinal marijuana dates back thousands of years and throughout 

various cultures. Ancient Chinese used it to treat constipation, 

Egyptians used it for pain relief, and Indians used it to treat insomnia, 

among other things. Contemporary definitions of medicine and 

limited studies cloud our perception of just what pot is. Near 

impossible access to marijuana for American academics for proper 

scientific research is cannabis’s Achilles’ heel. An article in the May 

2005 issue of the Journal of Psychopharmacology says that limited 

data shows Cannabis Sativa’s promising effects for bipolar disorder 

including, "sedative, hypnotic…and antidepressant effects."  

To allow Schrijn the time he needs to spend with his father and to 

treat his bipolar disorder, Schrijn grows medicinal cannabis to sell to 

clinics. He smokes 5-10 milligrams of Cannabis Sativa daily. It gives 

him an effect similar to coffee but also helps balance his serotonin 

and dopamine levels, complimenting his medication. 

In 1996, California became the first state to legalize medical 

marijuana. Since then, 20 other states have followed suit or 

decriminalized it, and now two, Washington and Colorado, have 

legalized it for recreational use. The roller coaster history of 

marijuana in California is more county fair than Six Flags. From 1907 

to the 1960s, criminalization of marijuana climbed the track with 

creaks and pops as the penalties got harsher — in 1957 penalties 

were as high as 15 years to life in prison for possessing or selling 

pot.  Then a slow emergence of decriminalization rolled down to the 

present, where today in California getting a speeding ticket will most 

likely cost you more. Some view pot as medicinal, and others perceive 

marijuana as an intoxicant, less harmful than alcohol.  

Medicinal merits of marijuana surely should not be ignored. The 

elephant in the room, however, is that there are no other medicines 

vying for recreational use. Painkillers like Vicodin, dopamine 

regulators like Adderall, and sleeping pill like Lunesta are addictive 

and dangerous when used without medical supervision. Alcohol, for 

all intents and purposes, is a horribly failed experiment in the US and 

shouldn’t be used as a model. The Independent Scientific Committee 

on Drugs in 2010 listed alcohol as the world’s most harmful drug.  

Marijuana’s puzzle of medication and recreation is far from solved.

I asked Schrijn about the inevitable legalization for recreational use, 

and what it would do to medicinal clinics. He theorized an industry 

that adopts the framework of craft beer: geographical characteristics, 

small batch production, and innovation, saying, "You’ll see some 

creative things happening, like coffee shops (or) little mom and pop 

stands where you can get some cannabis."

To stay ahead of the curve, Schrijn is already creating his unique 

strains using, in part, knowledge he gained in Holland. He grows 

indoors, increases the amount of carbon dioxide the plants get, and 

uses ground-up cocoa shells from Holland as soil, which acts as a 

mixture of soil and hydroponics. "The roots love it," he said. . 

  

Gopher Holes

Age is tough to deal with. The frontal cortex of our brain, which 

anticipates consequences, doesn’t develop fully until your early 

20s, but the body produces more testosterone in your teens. Not 

surprisingly, rollerbladers have little problem hucking themselves 

around throughout these years. As they age throughout their 20s 

and 30s, however, breaks and bruises heal slower, and all of the ways 

to miss a trick — instead of how to land it — pollute their mind. 
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ao fishbrain / escondido (2003) / photo by driver
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radius media #2 / august 2007

k2 pro skate ad / rejects  #4 / april 2004 

I asked Schrijn if he could pinpoint a time when he started considering 

himself old. He answered with hesitation, "Dude, after I busted my 

leg, I was like, 'damn, this is going to do damage.'"

On April 19, 2007, the 26-year-old Schrijn was on a photo shoot for 

Radius Media. He had recently switched blades from K2 to Remz. 

After top souling a rail, he ran through some grass and stepped in 

what he thinks was a gopher’s hole. He broke his left tibia and fibula 

(the two bones between the knee and ankle). He missed the Tool 

concert on 4/20, was hospitalized for four days, and took nine months 

to recover. He would not do a handrail again until 2008. "After that, 

to this day, I’m not 100 percent,” he tells me. He has bolts in his legs 

that are visible upon close examination, and "when it gets cold, oh 

god I can feel it," he said. The bolts even freaked out his tattoo artist. 

To blade in your later years means to take care of your body. The 

diet that 21-year-olds have of cigarettes, beer, and fast food will 

not enable your blading career to last past 26. We need to cross 

train, stretch, and eat healthy. Schrijn embraces this and employs a 

diverse workout regimen. He runs 2-3 miles a day, does calisthenics, 

stretches, lifts weights, and goes "fitness blading" regularly. He 

recently out-ran a "crazy guy on a BMX bike," while fitness blading. 

"That’s when you know you’re in shape," he said. Over the last two 

months he has lost 15 pounds.  

Like A Fucking G

Schrijn’s section in Masters of Delusion took a dramatic turn from his 

typically classic and timeless tricks, to a more free-spirited attitude. 

He was living and blading with Robert Lievanos, Dominic Sagona, and 

Mike “Murda” Johnson and, "The energy was so raw there," he recalls, 

"everyone had (his) own magic." Schrijn wore huge basketball shorts, 

skated with his shirt off, had long hair, was thinner, did more freestyle 

tricks and accepted sketchy landings. "Just being wild, you know? 

Riding that energy," he tells me, adding that he fed off the brilliance of 

his roommates’ blading and created his own masterpiece. "It’s good 

to have people that are masters of their own art, in their own thing, 

because it allows you to focus and do your own thing."

Schrijn’s current set-up is black Valo TV 2s, Ground Control frames, 

and Eulogy wheels, adding "Isaac’s the man." He goes blading about 

once every two weeks with Robert Leivanos. Packed skateparks, leg 

pain and, companionships are his biggest burdens. 

I asked him about today’s scene and who his favorite bladers are. 

His answer: “There are so many bad-ass dudes." He wanted me to 

limit the time period. “Last five years,” I said. Not surprisingly, Schrijn 

picked out bladers who are rooted in the classics. "Ian McCleod has 

always been destroying shit,” he said, "he’s on this level that… people 

are not there yet… and his ledge footwork will crush anybody."  Chris 

Haffey, Edwin Wieringh, Alex Broskow, and Jacob Juul were other 

names he couldn’t say enough good things about. Juul true top 

souled the ledge he kind grinded in his Master’s section, "like a fucking 

G," Schrijn told me with the emotion of a new believer. 

I asked him about the places he visited throughout his career. 

England, Paris, Puerto Rico and everywhere in Italy were his favorite 

stops. “Blading let us think the world is at our fingertips."

Schrijn misunderstood a question I asked him, but it produced an 

answer that gets to the heart of who Eric Schrijn is. He thought I 

asked what his life’s picture would look like.

"Being in my garden with a big smile on my face."

ao fishbrain / escondido (2003) / photo by driver
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